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Abstract  
This study was conducted to establish the effects of community involvement on the prevalence of security challenges in the Coastal 

Region. This study was guided by the rational choice theory by Becker 1968. The study employed the quantitative approach and 

the descriptive research design with a sample of 136 respondents obtained using simple random sampling techniques. The validity 

of the questionnaire was ensured through critical reading by the research supervisor before the instrument was used in the field to 

collect data. An acceptable reliability test was revealed by the Cronbach’s Alpha of above 0.7 which was run through the SPSS. 

Data analysis for the first two research questions involved descriptive statistics in terms of frequencies, percentages, mean scores, 

and standard deviations. The last research question was analyzed through the Pearson Product Moment Correlational Coefficient 

to determine the relationship between the independent and dependent variables. Based on the findings and discussions of the 

study, the following conclusions were reached about factors influencing security challenges in the Coastal Region of Tanzania: 

The study concludes that security challenges exist in the Coast Region. The involvement of community members was limited to 

reporting security issues to relevant authorities without uncovering specific people who engaged in security issues. Therefore, the 

involvement of security agencies and community members was low. The community members' limited engagement and 

involvement in security agencies increased the prevalence of security challenges. 
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1. Introduction 
The word "security" describes how resources, 
information, and assets are shielded from different 
dangers and threats. It is an action made to guard 
against theft, damage, and unlawful access to persons 
and physical things. Any barrier or problem that prevents 
establishing and preserving peace and security in a 

specific area, nation, or worldwide is considered a 
security challenge. Globally security challenges have 
been increasing daily. The trend shows that 108.4 million 
people have encountered different security challenges 
such as persecution, conflicts, violence, human rights 
violations and other events that seriously disturbed 

https://journals.iaa.ac.tz/


Aisha Hamisi & Baraka Ngusa                                                                                                                   2 
 

e-2546-1982   p-0856-7263 
 

peace in 2017 (El Ouassif and Kitenge 2021). There is 
an increase of 19 million people  
 
who faced social unrest, violence and acts of insecurity 
in Ecuador and the Netherlands (Tyitende, 2021). 
Trends show that countries such as Syria have an 
ongoing war being carried out by religiously affiliated 
groups like the Islamic states, leading to widespread 
violence and insecurity, displacement and humanitarian 
crises (Abdullahi, 2019). In countries such as Yemen and 
Afghanistan, political unrest and armed conflicts are very 
high, also there are long-standing conflicts with extremist 
groups like Al-Shabaab leading to insecurity insurgency 
and instability in the region (Dutta and Fischer 2021). 
The African continent is also having several ongoing 
security challenges caused by national conflicts, for 
example, the situation is going on in countries such as 
Somalia, where there is a high level of extremists leading 
to conflicts (El Ouassif and Kitenge, 2021). Also, there 
are insecurity situations due to civil war with various 
armed groups which aim to take control in different parts 
such as the Democratic Republic of Congo. The military 
coups taking over in the African continent such as in 
Myanmar since 2021 has contributed to one of the most 
severe security challenges in the world (Hollington, 
2018).  
Tanzania has witnessed unprecedented incidents of 
violent crimes in the Coastal Region especially (Jingu 
2018). According to The Guardian, (2018), there was a 
series of security attacks in different areas coastal 
region, whereby some citizens were killed by unknown 
gunmen in 2016, some local government leaders went 
missing to unknown places while reports suggested that 
they were kidnapped and sustained severe injuries. 

Moreover, in coastal areas, there were incidents of 
armed robbery and other security issues. There were 
mysterious attacks which have been reported in areas 
such as Rufiji, Ikwiriri and Kibiti districts. The situation 
worsens with the increase of abductions and attacks 
(The Citizens, 2018). Research conducted by Walwa 
(2018) pinpointed that there has been an increase in the 
number of violent incidents even though the government 
has vowed to crack down on insecurity incidents. A 
police officer has conducted several raids on suspected 
attackers in the region but still, the challenge persisted.  
In the same way, Jingu (2018) pinpointed that an 
increase in village ambushes, robberies, killings and 
abductions have taken place in coastal regions despite 
police intervention. Therefore, this study was conducted 
to assess the factors for the prevalence of security 
challenges in coastal regions.  
The coastal region has witnessed the occurrences of 
acts such as breach of peace, and killings in the local 
areas. According to various research studies it is 
communities have been witnessing acts of violence, 
however, in some circumstances, they don’t report those 
who have been carrying out these acts of insecurity. 
According to Jingu (2018), violence and other crimes in 
the coastal region have been associated with religious 
tolerance, and a lack of readiness of the community 
members to cooperate in maintaining social order. Also, 
according to Walwa (2018). Tanzania is experiencing an 
upsurge in violent conflicts, some of which have tended 
to have extremist bearing. While communities have 
positioned themselves to prevent and counter violent 
conflicts, moreover it has been so difficult for the state 
security organs to interact with communities and gather 
intelligence security information allowing responding to 
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insecurities. Therefore, this study is conducted to assess 
the community on the prevalence of securities 
challenges in the Coastal Region. 
 

2. Literature Review 

Theoretical Framework  

This study was guided by the rational choice theory of 
crime by Becker (1968). The rational choice theory 
assumes that instructively the choice to commit a crime, 
like other human choices, takes place on rational 
considerations of cost-benefit analysis. The word crime 
here refers to any social behaviour, which deviates from 
established social norms with the effect of disrupting 
harmony and causing harm to members of the society. It 
includes all illegal and immoral activities such as 
robbery, rape, murder, assault, arson, human trafficking, 
and poaching, just to mention a few. As Becker (1968) 
notes, human beings are rational actors, hence, one will 
be motivated to engage in criminal activities if, by his 
reasoning and imagination, there will be more benefits 
than disadvantages. In criminality, crime leaders tend to 
manipulate the mindset structures of their disciples in a 
way that makes the commission of a particular crime a 
rational choice. This particularly happens when the 
preached religious beliefs promote intolerant views 
against non-believers and advocate the use of violence 
to achieve their desired goals. In these doctrines, the use 
of violence as an instrument to propagate their 
ideological stances and the desire to replace established 
social and political structures to provide space for the 
envisaged new order inevitably leads to conflict between 
converts of new ideologies and other members of the 
society. This theory is applicable in this study because it 

has reflected the occurrence of security challenges in 
coastal regions. This region has been experiencing 
serial crimes that had hallmarks of fanatic religious and 
ideological ideas. However, this was not the first time 
Tanzania witnessed crime incidents of that nature. 
Incidents of violent criminal activities associated with 
religious and ethnic ideologies started taking place with 
the introduction of liberalization policies in the 1990s. 
Heilman and Kaiser (2012) observed that in this period 
violent criminal incidents occurred due to manipulation of 
religious and ethnic identities to reinforce existing 
divisions with the effect of causing clashes between 
people of different ideological and identity orientations. 

2.3 Empirical Literature Review  

Community Involvement  

A local community can be defined as the population 
inhabiting a given territory and bound by a network of 
permanent dependencies (Siemiątkowski, et al 2019). 
Similarly, to a territorial community, a local community 
resides in a certain area or place where everything 
significant for this community takes place. (Dutta and 
Fischer, 2021). Individuals are bound by a sense of 
group membership, collective interests, and the 
mechanisms of reaping the benefits of, possessing and 
using common resources (Zedner, 2017). This system 
allows different individuals to function in a community 
without being exposed to activities that could increase 
their fears of losing life, health, and property, as well as 
their nationality, statehood, religion, system of values, 
material status and other values (Kostrubiec, 2021). This 
subsection presents the empirical literature review 
covering from international overview, regional overview 
and national overview of the factors for the prevalence of 
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security challenges in coastal areas, as presented in the 
following subsections.  

The research conducted by Walwa (2018) assessed the 
understanding of community resilience amidst rising 
violent conflicts in Tanzania. Based on a qualitative study 
in Mwanza and Pwani regions, this paper posits that the 
relative presence, absence or prolongation of violent 
incidents in some areas, is best explained by community 
resilience mechanisms in place to prevent and counter-
violence. Subsequently, communities that have invested 
in early warning and response mechanisms are relatively 
positioned to prevent and counter violent conflicts. In the 
absence of functional community early warning 
structures, as is the case in Pwani, it makes it difficult for 
the state security organs to interact with communities 
and gather intelligence security information allowing 
responding to insecurities. The paper calls for a policy 
shift to invest in community early warning and response 
systems as vital forms of resilience to prevent and 
counter rising forms of violent conflicts in Tanzania. 

Abdullahi, (2019) assessed the prevalence of rural 
banditry is increasingly becoming one of the worst forms 
of domestic insurgencies affecting the West African sub-
region. The prevalence and severity of rural banditry 
have contributed to the rising increase of regional 
insecurity with a potential threat to the regional 
integration of West Africa. The paper revealed that rural 
banditry has gradually evolved into a sub-regional 
conflict with socioeconomic and political implications on 
efforts towards West African security and integration. 
The study found that some of the implications of rural 
banditry with consequences on regional integration of 
West Africa include radicalization of youth, increased 

rate of youth unemployment and their subsequent 
involvement in illicit gun and narcotic drug trade across 
the sub-region, the emergence of a network of 
miscreants groups, gradual collapse of agricultural and 
livestock development with effects on income, trade and 
commerce, proliferation of small firearms and light 
weapons, bastardization of traditional institutions and 
hostile ethnic and tribal relations among ethnic groups, 
illegal migration and refugee and proliferation and 
networking of domestic insurgency groups threatening 
regional peace and stability of the sub-region.  

According to Jingu (2018) who assessed the situation of 
violent crimes in the Kibiti and Rufiji districts between the 
years 2015 and 2017 was unprecedented in the country. 
As a result of such incidents that seemed to have 
targeted government and ruling party officers, the people 
of the two districts generated a sense of insecurity and 
the rest of the country was left in disbelief about what 
was happening in the area. This article argues that the 
emergency of unorthodox fanatical doctrines inspired the 
wave of violent criminal activities in the two districts. It 
also suggests that the perpetrators maintained their 
mission by generating resources through other forms of 
illicit activities. The article contends that limitations in 
existing early warning and response mechanisms 
affected the ability of the government and communities 
to detect and counter the occurrence of violent 
tendencies before they matured. The article suggests 
the re-establishment of Nyumba Kumi as a formal early 
warning and response mechanism against activities, 
which compromise peace and security in the 
communities and the country. 
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Ojo, et al (2023) focused on examining the roles of 

community participation in security management of the 

Lafia municipality in Nasarawa State. The survey design 

is used for the study. Multi-level probabilistic / non-

probability sampling was used in selecting a sample size 

of 222. The questionnaire method of data collection was 

used. In analyzing the data collected from the field, 

statistical analysis of both descriptive and inferential was 

adopted. The study found that community members’ role 

may range from fund contribution to reporting of threats 

and incidents of insecurity to security agencies. It shows 

that there was a significant positive relationship between 

community participation and security management (r = 

0.275, N = 217, p <0.05). The study concludes that the 

extent of participatory roles of community members in 

security management as seen in the study is usually 

limited to reporting of threats to security agencies; 

participation in decision-making and implementation is 

usually poor as the common masses are alienated from 

sensitive areas of security management. It therefore 

recommends among others that security management 

needs to be redefined to emphasize the role of 

community participation in producing effective and 

efficient results. 

Nwogwugwu and Odedina, (2018) examined the 
Community Policing Department of the Nigeria Police 
had remained more of an administrative unit with little 
impact beyond the Police Community Relations 
Committee activities. Rising cases of herdsmen attacks 
in various communities, terrorist insurgency in the 
Northeast, and kidnappings across the different geo-
political zones have resulted in the need to interrogate 
the efficacy of effective community policing and state 
policing as viable options for combating rising security 

challenges. The study adopted a qualitative method, and 
being library research relied entirely on secondary data. 
Sources of data included journals, relevant textbooks, 
newspapers, magazines, and materials downloaded 
from the internet. The paper argues that the traditional 
security agencies have failed to effectively combat the 
many security challenges that Nigeria faces. The 
combination of the official security agencies and the 
military had failed to effectively combat insecurity in the 
country. The local vigilante groups on the other hand had 
made valuable inroads in curtailing some of the security 
challenges including terrorist insurgency as a result of 
their knowledge of the terrain. T 

he paper concludes that to effectively combat the many 
security challenges, there is a need for a new policy 
framework at the federal and state levels that would 
decentralize policing and give legal backing for 
collaboration between the official security agencies 
under the federal government and state security outfits 
including the vigilante. 

Kostrubiec, (2021) examined order regulations 
belonging to the sources of universally binding law in 
Poland. Not only government administration bodies but 
also local self-government may adopt them. Using public 
order regulations, such values as life, health, property of 
citizens, environment, public order, peace and public 
security are protected. The status of public order 
regulations in the Polish legal order, which are bodies of 
local self-government units to protect the life or health of 
citizens and to ensure public order, peace and security, 
is not the subject of clear legislation or consent among 
scholars in the field and relevant case-laws. Therefore, 
the article aims to determine the legal status of local law 
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acts in the form of public order regulations in Poland and 
to define their role in the performance of tasks in the field 
of public security by local self-government. The author 
refers also to relevant legal solutions applicable in other 
member states of the Visegrad Group. The main thesis 
of the article is a statement that acts of local law in the 
form of public order regulations are a desirable 
manifestation of the law-making decentralisation of the 
state, which is necessary for the effective performance 
of tasks in the field of public security by local self-
government bodies. 

 

3. Methodology 

This study was conducted in the Coastal Region, The 
Coast region is located in the Eastern part of Tanzania's 
Mainland with an area of 33,539 sq km and comprises 
six administrative districts with seven Local Government 

Authorities. Their region has been selected as a study 
area because it’s timely witnessed the occurrence of 
security challenges such as killing, abductions and 
armed robbery events in areas such as Kibiti, Rufiji and 
Mkuranga. Therefore, this study examines the reasons 
why security challenges prevail in the Coastal Region. It 
employed the quantitative approach and the descriptive 
research design with a sample of respondents who 
participated by filling out the questionnaire. The validity 
of the questionnaire was ensured through critical reading 
by the research supervisor before the instrument was 
used in the field to collect data. An acceptable reliability 
test was revealed by the Cronbach’s Alpha of above 0.7 
which was run through the SPSS. Data analysis for the 
first two research questions involved descriptive 
statistics in terms of frequencies, percentages, mean 
scores, and standard deviations. 

4. Findings and discusions 
Table 1 Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents 

Character  Category Frequency Percentage 
Age 18 – 28 years 18 13.2 
 29 – 39 years 104 76.5 
 40 – 49 years 14 10.3 
 Total 136 100.0 
Gender Male 94 69.1 
 Female 42 30.9 
 Total 136 100.0 
Education Level University Education 44 32.4 

 Diploma 47 34.6 
 Certificate 31 22.8 
 Secondary Education 14 10.3 

 Total 136 100.0 
1 - 4 years 91 46.2 
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Experience with 
Security Challenges 

5 - 10 years 71 36.0 
11+ Years 35 17.8 

 Total  136 100.0 

Table 1 shows that 13.2% of the respondents had an age 
of between 18 – 28 years, 76.5% of the respondents had 
an age of between 29 – 39 years, while 10.3% of the 
respondents had an age of between 40 – 49 years. This 
shows that the respondents who participated in this 
study were distributed within different categories and this 
helped the researchers to have respondents in different 
age categories.   

On the gender of the respondents, the study established 
that 69.1% of the respondents were male, while 30.9% 
of the respondents were female. Despite the presence of 
differences in the participation level, the researcher 
managed to avoid gender bias among the respondents 
since all the respondents were placed at the same level 
of participation.  

The findings of this study also show that; 32.4% of the 
respondents had a university education, and 34.6% of the 
respondents had a diploma level of education. On the 
other hand, 22.8% of the respondents had a certificate 
level of education while 10.3% of the respondents had 
secondary education. The findings of this study establish 
that there was a high number of respondents with 
secondary education levels who participated in this study.  

On the experiences of the respondents, the study 
established that 46.2% of the respondents who 
participated in this study had an experience of between 
1 – 4 years with security challenges in the coastal region. 
Also, it was established that 36.0% of the respondents 
had experience of between 5 – 10 years with the 

presence of security challenges in the coastal area. 
Lastly, 17.8% of the respondents who participated in this 
study had experience of 11 years and above in the 
presence of security challenges in the Coastal Region.   

From the findings of this study, it can be established that 
the researcher successfully managed to assess the 
demographic characteristics such as the age of the 
respondents, gender of the respondents, level of 
education, occupation category of the respondents and 
their experience about the presence of security 
challenges in the coastal region. The determination of 
the socioeconomic characteristics of the respondents 
was useful in this study because it enabled the 
researcher to determine the ability of the respondents 
The provide relevant information required for the 
accomplishment of the research study. 

Community Involvement 
Community involvement is one of the possible ways of 
avoiding the existence of security issues in society. 
Table 4.4 therefore indicates the involvement of 
community members in the Coastal Region. As seen in 
Table 4.4, the overall mean score in the table is 2.29 
which falls in the category of disagreement. This means 
that the involvement of community members in 
maintaining peace was low. The table shows that the 
mean score of the first two items was high. In particular, 
community members reported security issues to relevant 
authorities (2.53) and they engaged in various ways to 
ensure the availability of security (2.52).  
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Table 2 Community Involvement 

 

Table 2 shows that community members were not very 
careful in following up on crimes that took place (2.35), 
they were not willing to uncover perpetrators (2.19) and 
they did not have regular meetings to deal with security 
issues (1.86). This means that the involvement of 
community members in securing peace was limited to 
reporting security issues to relevant authorities even 
though they were unwilling to uncover specific people 
who engaged in the security issues. The non-

involvement of the community in maintaining peace and 
security in the Coastal Region of Tanzania is a red flag 
which may open a floodgate of murder cases if not 
curbed. The findings of Walwa (2018) about community 
resilience amidst rising violent conflicts in Tanzania 
posited that the relative presence, absence or 
prolongation of violent incidents in some areas, is best 
explained by community resilience mechanisms in place 
to prevent and counter-violence. 

Table 3 Correlation of Community Involvement and Prevalence of Security Challenges  

 Community 
Involvement 

Security  
Challenges 

Community Involvement Pearson Correlation 1 
133 

-.223** 
.010 
133 

-.223** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .010 

N 133 

Security Challenges Pearson Correlation 1 

SN Community Involvement Mean Std. Dev Interpretation 

1 Community members report security issues to relevant authorities 2.53 .765 High involvement 

2 Community members engage in ensuring the availability of 
security 

2.52 .745 High involvement 

3 Community members are aware of crimes that take place 2.35 .780 Low Involvement 

4 Community members are willing to uncover perpetrators 2.19 .854 Low Involvement 

5 Community members have regular meetings to deal with security 
issues 

1.86 .944 Low Involvement 

 OVERALL SCORE 2.29 .568 Low Involvement 
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Sig. (2-tailed)  

N 133 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level 
(2-tailed). 

   

Table 3 shows that security challenges negatively 
correlated with community involvement (r=-223, p=.010) 
and with the engagement of security agencies (r=-.172, 
p=.048). Whereas these are negative correlations, and 
the involvement of community members and security 
agencies in maintaining peace was low in Tables 4.3 and 
4.4, the null hypothesis in this section is rejected since 
the p-value is lesser than the critical value (.005). 
Therefore, limited engagement of community members 
and limited involvement of security agencies in 
maintaining peace increased the prevalence of security 
challenges in the Coastal region communities. 
Community involvement in maintaining peace was 
somewhat limited as members were not very careful in 
following up on crimes that took place, they were not 
willing to uncover perpetrators, and they did not have 
regular meetings to deal with security issues. 

 

5. Conclusions and Recommendations 

The study concludes that security challenges exist in the 
Coast Region. The involvement of community members 
was limited to reporting security issues to relevant 
authorities without uncovering specific people who 
engaged in security issues. Therefore, the involvement 
of security agencies and community members was low. 
Based on the findings and corresponding conclusions, 

the study recommends that security agencies should 
throw critical eyes on prevailing security issues in the 
Coastal region. They need to creatively come up with 
ways to curb the existing theft, murder cases, armed 
robbery, human trafficking and abduction cases. There 
is a need to regulate the existing religious freedom in the 
region as too much and uncontrolled freedom may lead 
members to misuse the freedom and harm others. 
Community members need to actively collaborate with 
security agencies by reporting individuals who engage in 
security issues.  
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